A  SUCCESSFUL  STORY                              l6g

a clumsy dokra on  a waggon  became unknown, Its  place

being taken by a neat well-pressed bale. My early educa-
tion abroad, and my knowledge of foreign languages^ helped
me much with the German^ French^ and occasional Italian
merchants who established themselves up-country, and pur-
chased under orders from Bombay, And I had the gratifi-
cation of knowing, from the many testimonies offered to mes
that, In respect to my keeping up satisfactory communi-
cations with the trade, at least^ my endeavours had not been
unsuccessful. I had occasionally to be In Bombay, where
the firms who sent representatives Into the cotton districts
had their headquarters^ and a good part of my time was now
spent in the places which were springing up near the old
native cotton-markets, aod where European firms were now
erecting cotton-cleaning factories, steam packing-presses* and
were even building houses for their agents. At Khangaon,
in Berar, the chief of these marts, there had come together
quite a small cosmopolitan society, German,, French* aod
even one Italian, representing Bombay firms, besides a dozen
or so of our own countrymen. There was even an embryo
club, and a special British magistrate had been appointed
to the little place, which had hardly ever before seen a
European visitor.

I believe 1 succeeded in establishing at an early stage of
my office no mean reputation in mercantile circles in Bombay
by the help of a story successfully launched,, which had been
current in Calcutta in my early days there, but which, owing
to the absence of the railway, and to the utterly wretched
state of communication between the two centres* bad not
reached Bombay before I, some years later, carried it thither.
As I am under no small obligations to this story, and as I
believe* moreover, that it will be voted good, I must again,
after the manner of Mr Barlow, " now proceed to relate."'

One of the most distinguished men of my time in India
was Sir Ashley Eden, nephew of the Governor-General,
Lord Auckland. Eden had very pronounced red hair. He
was always up-to-date, and was generally among the first to